The Desire To Be First (Mark 9:33-37) 
Proposition: We can all quench our thirst for exaltation by following the 
instructions Jesus corrects His disciples with. 

I. Be Aware of our Exaltation (Vs. 34c) 

A. Our Apt of Exaltation (Vs. 34c) 

B. Our Arrogance in Exaltation (Vs. 34c) 

II. Be Assured of our Examination (Vs. 33) 

A. A Close Examination (Vs. 34) 

B. A Questioning examination (Vs. 33c) 

III. Be Advised of His Explanation (Vs. 35) 

A. The Paradox of His Explanation (Vs. 35b-d) 

B. The Precision of His Explanation (Vs. 35b-d) 

IV. Be Attentive to His Example (Vs. 36-37) 

A. The Humility of His Example (Vs. 36) 

B. The Heart of His Example (Vs. 37) 
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1) ...this God given desire of excellence without falling into the 
sinful pitfalls that so often accompany those desires? Well here 
in out text Jesus teaches his disciples who are caught up in such 
a deceitful sin. I believe that we can all quench our thirst for 
exaltation by following the instructions Jesus corrects His 
disciples with. 

2) ...that they are so mush like you and I. 

3) Proverbs 17:19 He loveth transgression that loveth strife: and 
he that exalteth his gate seeketh destruction. Proverbs 25:6-7 
Put not forth thyself in the presence of the king, and stand not 
in the place of great men: For better it is that it be said unto 
thee, Come up hither; than that thou shouldest be put lower in 
the presence of the prince whom thine eyes have seen. Isaiah 
14:13-14 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit 
also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the 
north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like 
the most High. 

4) Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment. 

5) ...close examination. How different would our lives be it we 
were to stop and ask "Could I go and do this if Jesus were 
watching me? Could I go on saying the things I'm saying, if Jesus 
were hearing?" Practicing the presence of Jesus would radically 
change our lives. 




1) ...made a real contribution o life are the men who said to 
themselves, not, "How can I use the state and society to further 
my own prestige and my own personal ambitions?" but, "How 
can I use my personal gifts and talents to serve the state?" 
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1) ...resemble Christ, and shall be the most tenderly owned by 
Him." 


